
Stuart Amesbury: Trustee, Disaster Aid Europe z.s 



Disaster Aid Europe z.s  
a project of Rotary Club Prague International

• Disaster Aid Europe registered as an NGO July 2018 

• Providing assistance globally and working with local Rotarians & NGOs 
to help rebuild communities after a disaster 

• Raising funds and seeking interested Rotarians, Rotaractors, Alumni & 
non Rotarians in District 2240, Rotary Zone 21 (32 countries) and 
throughout Europe to be DAE members, Ambassadors, DARTs…….. 

• Delivery of training to D.A.R.Ts (Disaster Aid Response Team Members) 
to deploy world wide: first training Oct 2020 – 9 trained



 
     

   DISASTER AID INTERNATIONAL 

• 2010 -  DA USA, DA Australia & DA UK&I became the founding members of Disaster Aid 
International 

• Disaster Aid Europe is a Country Partner of Disaster Aid International 

• 2019 -  Rotary International gave DAI ‘Collaborating Organisation’ status 

• www.disasteraidinternational.com 

  



 
     DISASTER AID INTERNATIONAL 

DISASTER RESPONSE: Rotarians responding by working with local 
Rotarians and Clubs, asking: what do you need? Providing resources 
via local Rotarians, supporting & collaborating with the local 
community 

Key element of our disaster response is having trained volunteers on 
the ground. DARTs (Disaster Aid Response Team members) are our 
frontline when managing the provision of “Smart-Aid”. 

DA International giving a ‘hand up’ not a ‘hand out’



 
     DISASTER AID INTERNATIONAL 

A primary area of focus: 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE:  
• in partnership with Sky Juice Foundation (Sky Hydrant), 

bringing Safe Water to every Child (DA Australia) 

DA International giving a ‘hand up’ not a ‘hand out’



WATER FILTRATION DEVICES

• Individual use: 
Sawyer 

• Community use:  
10,000 litres of clean 
water daily: 15 litres 
each for 700 people 
per day: Sky Hydrant 
Max & Gem (for 350 
people)



Disaster Aid Europe and ALBANIA 

DAE Mission Statement: 
….to assist Albanian Rotary Clubs, specifically Rotary 
Club of Durres and the Albanian Rotary Emergency 
Committee, in helping and supporting the rebuilding 
of communities severely affected by an earthquake 
on 26thNovember, 2019 –epicentre in Durres - and its 
aftermath.



Disaster Aid Europe and ALBANIA 

• Disaster Aid Europe visited Albania 22-27th January, 2020 
• President RC Durres & President of Albanian Rotary Emergency 
   Committee, Ela Gomeli, proposed rebuilding of kindergarden 
   project - Rotarians helping Rotarians rebuild communities! 
• MOU  signed between RC Durres and DAE May 2020                                 

Meeting Durres Regional Prefect Nasto



 
DAE Albania Night Fri 28th August 2020

RRaised 3,868euro!



DAE Albania Appeal 
• to purchase and install a Sky Hydrant* to provide clean water for 

drinking and hygiene - significant after the earthquake and now 
during the COVID-19 pandemic  

Fund raising target: 5,000 euro: reached within 4 months!  
to donate for further installations:  www.darujme.cz/projekt/1203050



Disaster Aid Europe and BEIRUT 

Stuart Amesbury visited Beirut 18-23rd August to carry out 
Needs Assessment and meet with local Rotarians and 
Rotaractors to enable DAE and Disaster Aid International 
Country Partners to decide where to help and support 
communities in Beirut after 4th August explosion.  

DAI working with local Rotarians/Rotaractors to rebuild communities



Disaster Aid Europe hotel base

Setting up the individual Sawyer filter 
to get clean drinking water







D2452 DGN George Azar and Stuart in the blast epicentre

Iconic silo in background at the blast epicentre



View from 4th floor or Rosary Sister’s Hospital Inside the hospital



Nursing staff at Rosary Sisters Hospital; taking a break from cleaning to chat with 
Stuart in an undamaged part of the hospital; the new wing only just opened was 

totally destroyed



Rotaractors in Rosary Sisters Hospital helping to clean up



Rotaractors packaging food parcels

Rotaractors packaging hygiene boxes



Disaster Aid Europe and BEIRUT 

DAE Mission Statement: 
….to assist Lebanese Rotary Clubs in helping and 
supporting the rebuilding of communities severely 
affected by the 4th August 2020 explosion in Beirut. 



Disaster Aid Europe and BEIRUT 
• Disaster Aid Europe, Stuart, visited Beirut 18-23rd August & 14 – 25th October, 

2020. Dr Stan Kusy (DAE, RC Praha) also visited in October 
• Met PDG Jamil Mouawad (Rotary Coordinator Zone 21B) & Ass. RC George 

Azar; Met RC Beirut Cedars: P Hagop Dantziguian and PE Ron Farra 
• Shelter Repair Programme: Met with Rotaractor Hala and Yasmina & other 

Rotaractors evaluating and delivering home repairs 
• Rosary Sisters Hospital – severely damaged; future Rotary Global Grants for 

ICU equipment 
• Requirement for Sky Hydrant as water kiosk at Hospital. Also individual, 

family water filtration (Sawyer) and LuminAID – solar lamps  
• Met with Country Director, Medair – part of UN Disaster Cluster Group – 

future cooperation with DAEurope and local Rotary Clubs to repair homes



  Summary 
• 3 months since explosion; many homeless are with friends, family or in 

mountains; still cleaning up operation; identifying those in need to repair 
doors and windows of homes 
• 40+% of Beirut damaged 
• Covid 19 complication; now lockdown and curfew 
• No jobs, no businesses, no income, damaged homes……. 
• Rotaractors of Lebanon delivering hygiene boxes (making them up)  
• Local Rotarians & Rotaractors delivering hot food 
• Local Rotarians and Rotaractors met with global NGO Medair 
• Project planning underway to assist in rehabilitation of ICU at Rotary Sisters 

Hospital



What is needed?
• Purchase and install Sky Hydrants* to provide clean water for drinking and hygiene to 

communities: potential water kiosks at Hospitals: Maxi & Gem donated by DA 
Australia, recently arrived Prague – will be hand carried to Beirut 
• Purchase and distribute Sawyer individual and family water filters 
• Purchase and distribute solar lamps – LuminAID with USB 
• Supply blankets and hot water bottles 
• Raise awareness throughout Zone 21 and elsewhere in Rotary world, and promote 

Global Grant to purchase new equipment for Rosary Sister’s Hospital 
• Promote & raise funds: DAE Beirut Appeal 

Sawyer filters & solar lamps taken in suitcases in October; to be taken again in next visit 
– December?



 
Stuart & Dr Stan-supplies delivered 

October 2020

Stuart Amesbury DAEurope/2nd 
from left/with Dr Stan Kusy 
DAEurope/2nd from right/ 

handing over 50 LuminAID solar 
lamps & 30 Sawyer water filters 

to Rotaractors of Lebanon 
(Yasmina & Rayan) and Jamil 

Mouawad. Rotary Club Zgharta 
Zawieh. These supplies will be 

delivered to specific needy 
families who have damaged 

homes 
1,100 USD was handed over for 

hot food distribution by 
Rotaractors 



What is needed?

•                                luminAID 

•                  LuminAID - 40$    Sawyer water filter - 25$ 

50 LumiAid and 25 Sawyer filters taken in suitcases in October; another supply to 
be taken again on next visit – December?



Next steps
• Rosary Sister’s Hospital rehabilitation: 

• ICU equipment for Rosary Sisters Hospital - total cost approx 400,000USD  

• RCPI to be a Rotary Club partner in proposed 2 Global Grants (Hana, Irena, Fernanda)  

• D2240 to be asked for District Designated Funds (DDF) 

• local Rotarians & Rotaractors seeking funds for internal ICU rehabilitation 

• Stuart and Dr Stan visited Linet in Slaný – hospital bed manufacturer: prospective agreement for repair of 20 
ICU beds: offer of 30,000USD spare parts & training 

DAEurope Beirut Appeal: raised 4,700euro         

-   RC Bristol Breakfast Club donation – 2,000GBP 

-   Zone 17&18 Institute – raised 1,900euro 

- Wine for Water Event – raised 600euro  

• Next visit in December to take cash donation (for hot meals, home repair) and also LuminAIDs and Sawyer 
water filters. Also hand carry Sky Hydrant Maxi and Sky Hydrant Gem



Next steps
Medair: 

• Raising 4million USD for shelter and hospital repair; needs 
resources-people to help repair  

• Potential MOU DAE and Medair to collaborate on rehabilitation 
of Rosary Sisters’ Hospital with local Rotarians and Rotaractors  

Czech Ambassador, Beirut:          

• Proposed supplies gathered in Prague could be taken by 
diplomatic cargo in New Year – to follow up with Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs



DAEurope, Bierut Rotarians & Rotaractors’ 
Rosary Sister’s Hospital Appeal

       https://youtu.be/TNmAbSPB6ng 



 
Disaster Aid Europe Beirut Appeal

www.darujme.cz/projekt/1203538



 
 
    

    DONATE, SUPPORT  and   VOLUNTEER  
 
 

Be an Ambassador, a DART, or a donor 

Disaster Aid Europe welcomes YOU! 
VISIT:        www.disasteraideurope.com  
 www.facebook.com/disasteraideurope 

contact us at:  info@disasteraideurope.com


